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The Wonders of Creation
Did you know that the first chapter in the Bible – Genesis 1 – not only 
testifies to God’s magnificence and glory, but also presents us with 
opportunities to create fun and memorable learning experiences with our 
children?

Genesis 1:1 opens with the words:
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Although we often take our surroundings for granted, the Earth that 
we inhabit and everything on it is a miracle of creation. Out of nothing 
– emptiness – formlessness – God created every splendid thing that 
surrounds us! When we gaze upon a majestic mountain or look with 
wonder into the starry skies, we are peering at God’s creation! When we 
stare into the eyes of a magnificent animal or become mesmerized by the 
never-ending waves beating upon the shore at the beach, we are looking 
directly into the heart of God!

In Romans 1:19-20, the Apostle Paul states that:
Since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities — His eternal power 
and divine nature — have been clearly seen.

When we explore nature with our children, we have a unique opportunity 
to share God’s power and sovereignty with them! When it comes to God’s 
wondrous creation, Genesis 1:31 tells us:

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.

As our children discover the many wonders that God has created for them 
in our world, it’s the perfect time to encourage them to thank God for their 
many blessings!

https://www.faithgateway.com/share-wonders-creation-children/#.XL51f-
gzbIU

Submitted by Tania Burgan

Upcoming Events
WEEK 2
THU 9 MAY
• Mother’s Day Stall 

FRI 10 MAY
• Assembly - 4 Mueller
• Year 2 Sleepover

WEEK 3
MON 13 MAY
• Tri Skills (R-2)

TUE 14 MAY
• Scholastic Book Club closes
• Toolbox Parenting Course Commences

TUE 14 - THU 16 MAY
• NAPLAN

WED 15 MAY
• Chapel 9:00am - Jason

WED 15-17 MAY
• Year 4 Camp

FRI 17 MAY
• Walk Safely to School Day
• Assembly - Rec Gracey

WEEK 4
MON 20 MAY
• Tri Skills (R-2)

WED 22 MAY
• Chapel 9:00am - Pastor Greg
• Music is Fun incursion

THU 23 MAY
• Year 5 incursion – “Litter Less”

FRI 24 MAY
• Assembly - 1 Lethborg
• SHED MEN GO BUSH

https://www.faithgateway.com/share-wonders-creation-children/#.XL51f-gzbIU 
https://www.faithgateway.com/share-wonders-creation-children/#.XL51f-gzbIU 


INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 5 Culture Celebration Day

From the Principal
RAIN AND INCLEMENT WEATHER AT ST PAUL
Over the weekend, I finally had the time to catch up on 
washing from my trip away, and then came the rain. 
Whilst the rain can cause some blocks to our plans, it is 
very much needed! When we have rainy, dangerously 
windy, or hot days at St Paul, we provide alternative 
supervision arrangements. With persistent rain, we give 
students supervised play opportunities indoors. We 
watch the weather forecast online and give students 
opportunity to be outside wherever we can. If the rain 
is patchy, we will often encourage outdoor play under 
cover, with only the park closed. Therefore, please 
encourage your child to bring a jumper for warmth, 
even for days that look like they could be indoor days.

UNIFORM REMINDERS
From next week, we will be sending some uniform 
reminders home with students who are not wearing 
correct uniform. With our changeover from summer 
uniform to winter uniform, it can sometimes be unclear 
what to wear. Please consider these friendly reminders 
a way to help you understand our uniform and don’t 
hesitate to ask at the office or the uniform shop for any 
clarifications. Our school photos are in mid-June so this 
will assist us all to be prepared.

STAFFING NEWS
Ida Parry has decided to resign from her LSO position 
at St Paul in order to continue to pursue her career as 
a teacher. I’d like to thank Ida for her wonderful work 
as an LSO at St Paul, as well as for all of the additional 
things that she does for our school that many don’t 
see. Ida will still be around St Paul in her capacity as a 
TRT and I’m sure we’ll continue to see her in with Paul 
Parry at times also. So whilst it’s not goodbye to Ida, we 
wish her every blessing as she continues to pursue her 
passion for teaching.

Felicity Tamasi will be taking leave for this term for 
health reasons. Please keep Felicity in your thoughts 
and prayers and she spends Term 2 resting and 

recovering. Louise Venning (lvenning @stpaulba.sa.edu.
au) will continue to support students including those 
who have been seeing Felicity, and Tamra Purton 
(tpurton@stpaulba.sa.edu.au) will be assisting with class 
carers and some additional support for Louise. If you’re 
not sure who to speak with regarding Community 
Chaplain matters, please contact the school office and 
they will direct you to the right person.

Leila Mattner|Principal

From the Deputy Principal
U.S STUDY TOUR: W.I.D.E SCHOOL
In Missouri City, Texas, in a little area known as Sugar 
Land, sits a very unique school. Started as a pre-school 
in a shopping mall, it quickly became clear to the 
community that this was a special place with a special 
approach to educating children. As a result, nobody 
wanted to leave. So, the school built a new site to 
expand and grow with the first children. Those children 
are now in Year 6 and W.I.D.E is preparing to evolve into 
a high school to continue to meet their needs.

It was anything but a typical morning at the W.I.D.E 
School when 13 educators from Australia walked 
through the front door. Maybe it was the breakfast 
burritos (didn’t last long) that had been laid out for us 
but there was a feeling of comfort straight away. After 
some time at the school and with the people, it was 
clear that this was no fluke. W.I.D.E is a deliberately 
welcoming and inclusive site of learning. As soon as 
we walked through the door, we were part of the 
family. This was a feeling that permeated the school 
and played a significant role in the learning we would 
witness and contribute to.

I can do no justice to W.I.D.E in a few words, but I will 
share some highlights of my 4 days there that hopefully 
give you an insight into our experience in Texas.

•   People, Culture and Community: From Meredith 
at the front desk, to the parent volunteers that were 
everywhere, W.I.D.E is first and foremost a community. 
The vision for learning is clear and unapologetic and the 
community believes in it. More than this though, they 
live it. Children come first. This is a site of learning but 



so much of the emphasis is on the development of the 
whole child. Staff model a zest for learning and display 
values that set a tone for the school that is very special 
and yet so simple.

•   Creativity and Collaboration: Much like St Paul, 
these skills are valued. With a school structure that 
is vastly different to St Paul though, creativity and 
collaboration are a necessity. Teachers interacting 
with each other and supporting learning across 
classrooms was inspiring. With very little non-contact/
planning time during the week, teachers are constantly 
communicating with each other. A flexibility to respond 
and ‘pivot’ allow teachers to build on learning, questions 
and experiences. With very little allocated collaboration 
time, watching this at work was inspiring.

•   The Product: The most magical moment of the 
week for me came when I was spending some time with 
the oldest class of children, in an Art lesson. This is the 
group of students who have been at W.I.D.E since they 
were pre-schoolers. They were creating self-portraits, 
but were not allowed to use any images of themselves. 
In other words, they had to represent themselves and 
tell their story, very abstractly. The lesson I witnessed, 
saw students pitch their initial ideas and concepts 
to each other and ask for feedback. For about 30 
minutes I witnessed a dialogue and embedded culture 
of feedback that just blew me away. These children 
trusted each other, knew each other and pushed each 
other to be better. The language and the nature of 
the feedback was direct, personal and collaborative. 
Students would finish their pitches and be chased 
back to their desk by students who wanted to continue 
discussing. Seeing these students, a product of the 
school’s approach and values, was moving. 

•   The Shared Experience: The fact that 13 St Paul 
educators shared this experience has planted a seed. 
The biggest issue with experiences such as this is, ‘Now 
What?’ How do you utilise the learning on return? A new 
set of strategic directions, including pedagogical review, 
gives us focus for our reflections and ideas. There 
will be many opportunities for staff to discuss their 
immersive experience at W.I.D.E and inspire the next 
wave of innovation at St Paul. 

Next week, I will share a little about High Tech High 
Elementary, in Point Loma, San Diego.

NAPLAN
Year 3 and 5 students undertake NAPLAN testing next 
week, on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Tests will 
begin at 9.00am on Tuesday and Thursday, and straight 
after Chapel on Wednesday. A second test on Tuesday 
will begin straight after morning break. 

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
MOTHERS DAY STALL
The Mothers Day Stall is being held this Thursday 9 
May. Students are able to purchase gifts from $2.00 
-$7.00 and a gift card for $1.00. Students will go in 
class groups to the stall and younger students will be 
supported by older students to assist them with their 
purchase. Please send money in a named envelope 
for the younger students. Thank you to the wonderful 
volunteers who have kindly offered to help! 

WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY- FRIDAY 17 MAY 
Walk Safely to School Day (WSTSD) is an annual, 
national event when all primary school children are 
encouraged to walk and commute safely to school. 
WSTSD promotes the important message that active 
kids are healthy kids. The event encourages parents, 
carers and their children to build regular walking to and 
from school into their daily routine. Visit http://www.
walk.com.au/WSTSD/ for further information. If you 
walk to school on Friday 17 May, please visit the friendly 
office staff for a sticker.

SCHOOL DISCO 
Please place Friday 31 May in your diaries now for the 
St Paul Disco to be held at school. Reception to Year 2 - 
5:30pm to 6:45pm - $7.00 Year 3 to Year 6 - 7:00pm to 
8:15pm - $9 (Year 3 may attend either session but not 
both). A ticket order form will be sent home this week. 
If you are a registered volunteer and are able to help 
with volunteering for either session, please email Carly 
cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

http://www.walk.com.au/WSTSD/
http://www.walk.com.au/WSTSD/
mailto:cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 


TOOLBOX PARENTING
Thank you to those who have registered for the 
upcoming Toolbox Parenting course which begins on 
Tuesday May 14. We still have a couple spots available. 
St Paul Lutheran Church in partnership with the school 
are offering parents a reduced rate of $25.00 which 
includes 6 sessions and a manual. The sessions will run 
each Tuesday night from 7:00-9:00pm in the Creative 
Space. One of the course presenters (Bob Wilhelm) 
will be at this week’s Assembly to provide further 
information about the course. You can register at the 
front office and if you have any questions please catch 
Louise Venning. lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au  

OFFICIAL SCHOOL PHOTOS- ADVANCE NOTICE
Official school photos will be taken on Friday 14 June 
(Week 7). All students are required to wear official 
winter uniform on this day. If you need additional 
uniform items, please be sure to see Jane Sabel in the 
uniform shop.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
SHED MEN GO BUSH
A newsletter regarding the upcoming camp has been 
sent home. Preparations continue for Shed Men Go 
Bush on the weekend of Friday 24 May – Sunday 26 
May which again promises to be a great opportunity for 
both dad’s/male carers and their kids to get away and 
enjoy quality time together as well as the structured 
activities. If you need another registration form, please 
collect one from the office. Don’t be put off if you can’t 
make the whole weekend – just let the planning team 
know when you can make it on the registration form 
and they will ensure you are looked after.

UNPLUGGED PARENT WORKSHOP AT ENDEAVOUR 
COLLEGE
Attached to the newsletter is information about an 
upcoming parent information session at Endeavour 
College on Wednesday 22 May 6:30pm-8:00pm.

UCWB and Psychology SA in partnership with 
GameQuitters and CGI Clinic, presents Unplugged, a 

workshop to help parents understand problematic 
gaming and identify when a child or young person is 
at risk and learn proven strategies to help manage 
healthier online use. To register please book online via 
trybooking. Search: Unplugged Endeavour College

If you have any questions please email Marni Harding 
at Marni.Harding@endeavour.sa.edu.au 

SCHOOL HATS 
From May through to August, the wearing of hats 
by students, staff and parents when spending time 
outside for a relatively short period of time is optional. 
However, lengthy periods spent outdoors, such as 
a sports excursion or a full day outdoor excursion 
requires a school hat to be worn. 

ST PAUL APP
Have you downloaded the St Paul Lutheran App?
Search at the App Store “St Paul Lutheran School”.
The App has many features including staff email 
addresses, calendar, parent portal, plus much more. 
Please call the office if you are having trouble accessing 
the App.

2019-2020 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK
Entertainment Books are now available to purchase 
from the office for $70.00. (Cash only) The funds raised 
by the Entertainment book will be for the School 
Ministry Worker position in the school. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
The closing date for Issue 3 Scholastic Book Club 
orders is Tuesday 14 May. Orders can be placed online 
by going to www.scholastic.com.au

mailto:lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au   
mailto:Marni.Harding@endeavour.sa.edu.au 
http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/


St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
ST PAUL CELEBRATION WORSHIP AND EXPERIENCE EVENT – ‘UP AND 
ABOUT’
Join us on Sunday 2 June 2019 for our next Celebration Worship Event 
where we will be celebrating Ascension Sunday. If your children would 
like to be involved in the worship service, I would love to hear from you. 
Permission forms will be out in the coming days. Louise Venning, School 
Ministry Worker.

TOOLBOX PARENTING COURSE AT ST PAUL - SOME SPACES ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE! STARTING WEEK 3, TUESDAY 14 MAY
If you are interest in attending our Toolbox Parenting Course this term, 
there are still a few spaces available. Come along and gather some extra 
‘tools’ to help build a great family team and have fun along the way! Please 
contact the school front office for more information or see the website 
www.parentingplace.nz 

PLAYGROUP
St Paul Playgroup meets on Tuesdays, from 9.00-10.30am during term 
time. Our theme for Term 2 is ‘Around the World’. Children 0-5 are invited 
to attend with their parent or carer for a morning of fun, story, song and 
morning tea. 

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday 
of the month during school terms. Our next SPY is Friday 17 May. Time 
7:00pm-9:00pm. Cost is $2.00. Boys please bring supper to share. Any 
inquiries please contact Nicole Hall on 0412 686 342.

FAITH IN THE HOME
St Paul Church is offering a series of interactive learning experiences for 
children in Reception to Year 4, with their parents, focusing on practices of 
faith in the home.  The aim is to help families explore simple but effective 
ways to “do” faith together as a household in the course of daily life.  
The topics include: Talking the faith together, Faith symbols, Blessing each 
other, Living Thankfully, and Sharing Acts of Kindness.  Each of the five 
sessions will be “stand alone” … so if you can’t make it one week, it won’t 
affect your attendance on another week. There is still opportunity for 
you to come along - just let Pastor Greg know. The dates and times are 
Saturdays 4 May, 11 May, 18 May, 25 May and 1 June 1-2pm at St Paul 
Church. Pastor Greg, pastorgreg@stpaul-church.org.au 

BACKPACKS 4 SA KIDS
For April / May we are asking for long sleeved t-shirts, up to size 16 
children’s please.  If you are able to donate, please drop off to the school 
front office staff and it will be added to the Church collection. Thank you so 
much for your support.

http://www.parentingplace.nz 
mailto:pastorgreg@stpaul-church.org.au  


Where   Endeavour College 
  85 Mawson Lakes Boulevard    

When  Wednesday 22 May  

Time   6.30pm to 8pm  
   
Cost  Free

Bookings  Book online via trybooking.  
  Search: Unplugged Endeavour College 

UCWB and Psychology SA in partnership with 
GameQuitters and CGI Clinic, presents Unplugged, 
a workshop to help parents understand problematic 
gaming and identify when a child or young person 
is at risk and learn proven strategies to help manage 
healthier online use.  

Have you noticed the following behaviours in your 
child? 
• Anger about not being able to play. 
• Withdrawal from family. 
• Nightmares. 
• Neglecting schoolwork and other duties. 
• Loss of interest in real-world activities or interests. 
• Secrecy around gaming. 
• Spending too much time with online friends to the 

detriment of real friendships. 
• Spending long hours gaming

The valuable workshops cover:
• The mental and physical health implications of high 

levels of gaming.
• Why gamers play (emotional needs and the brain). 
• How to identify signs of problematic gaming.
• How to communicate effectively about gaming and 

technology. 
• Practical tips and proven strategies to combat 

problem gaming (common mistakes to avoid). 
• Current internet and gaming trends, latest scientific 

research. 
• The other dangers of gaming eg: micro-

transactions, loot boxes, in-app purchases. 
• How to manage associated problems (eg: school 

refusal). 

Workshop for parents

Child and Family Services 

Unplugged 
A workshop to help parents learn how to identify problematic gaming and develop 
practical strategies to support healthier gaming and internet use  


